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gection 1, Siznficant Orpanizetional Activities:
e (Em:

(1) The 39th Un,r Bn Base Camp wes located at DUC .HO Airstrip
(BS 811379) umtil 15 kay 1967 when the hase camp was moved by IST to
CHU LAI (BT 434078). The major activities curing the reporting period
were: Operation Multnomah, Cperation Malheur II and Operation lake, All
operztions were corducted with the 3d Bde, 25th Inf Div and 1st Bde,
101st Abn Div.

(2) Operation Multnomah was initiated by the 3/25 Inf Div and the
1/101 Abn Div on 26 April 1967. The 39th En.r Bn supported this operstion
by:

(a) Daily mine clearing and maintenance of Beach Access Road
and QL # in sector,

- (b) Construction of a Class II, 3800’, C-130 Airstrip at DUC

(¢) Construction of a pioneer road from DUC FHO to QUANG NGAI.
(d) Clearing ambush sites along QL #l.

(3) Operation Malheur II was initiated by the 1 / 1Otst Abn Div on
16 ¥ay 1967. The 39th Enzr Bn supported this operztion by:

(a) Deily mine elesring and maintenance of Beach Access Road
and QL #1 in sector,

(b) Upgrading of QL #1 to Class 50 from DUC PZ0 to QUANG NGAI.
(c) Construction of a 2000’ Class I, C-TA Airstrip at 1O DUC,

&) n lake was initiated on 7 July 1997 by the 3/25th Inf
Div and 1/101st Abn Div. The 39th Engr Bn supported this operation by
opening a pioneer road from DUC PHO to SA HUXNH. This was coupleted on
9 July 1967 with the passing of the first convoy,

(5) Company "A": At the beginning of the reporting period Compeny
"A® was loeated at DUC PHO with the wission of constructing a Type II,
C-130 Airstrip. This mission began in the finzl days of the previous
reporting period. The opening and upgrading of (L #1 emcompassed the
remainder of this reporting period, This unit worked on an around<the-clock
schedule; construction of the Airfield fram 0400 -~ 2400 and ueintenance
of equimment from 2400 -~ 0400. In adiition, a daily mine sweep was conducted
east on the Beach Access Roade On 16 May 1967, heavy rains caused a
two day delay in construction due to flooding of the area., This condition



was exactly opposite of that which plagued the construction fram the
outset. The weather had been hot arnd dry and water added for coupaction
evaporated too quickly, even when added at night. An adcitiomal mission
was initiated on 21 hMay with the construction of an Access Road from the
Airfield to QL #1. Construction started in earnest on (L # on 1 June
when one platoon constructed a 45' dry span at (BS 786423). The following
morning it was discovered that this spen had been destroyed during the
night. A temporary bivouac was established at this site and two 60"
culverts were installed. On 5 June an APC, providing security for the work
detail, detomated a uine resulting in one WIA, from the APC crew and

one local national WIA. On 11 June, Company "A% moved to it present
location at THACH TRU (BS 763473). ©On 13 and 14 June, Company "
supported Compeny "B", 2/35th Inf with a demo team and a dozer to destroy
VC tunnels and bunkers in the vicinity of (BS 776443). The pioneer
opening of QL #1 was completed on the 14th of June when Company "A" linked
up with Company "C® who had becn working South fram QUANG NGAI. During
the night, elements of Company "A” provided security at various critical
points along QL #1 and the first convoy from CHU IAI entered DUC FHO. The
remainder of the reporting period was devoted to the upgrading o QL #.
Culverts were used to replzce destroyed bridges whenever pogsible thereby
reducing the security requirements. On 6 July, construction was initiated
on a timber trestle, pile bent bridge 220 feet in length at (BS 789%17).
Company “A" received frequent sniper rounds through out the reporting
period. On 16 July, one 60mm mortar round hit within the company
perimneter, resulting in one WiA.

(6) Company “BY: it the beginning of the reporting period, Company
"Bn was attached to the 19th ingr Bn. They remained at TUY HOA £illing
potholes and conducting daily mine sweeps of QL #1 from TUY HOA to the
SON CAU Riwver. On 17 May an qperation was conducted to extract a platoon
out of CUNG SON over an insecure roade. This operation required the sweeping
of fourty-four kilometers of road. Using gunships for security and the
insertion of sweep teams alon; the road at different points along the
route, this operation was concluded without incident and ahead of aschednle,
On 19 May, Company "B" conducted a road march from TUY HOA to QUL HHON,
a distance of approximately 100 kilometers, Upon arrival in the LONG LY
VALLEY outside of (UL MHON, this unit assumed the mission of vertiecal
and horizontal construction of an Aviation Depot. Large slabs of concrete
were poured, steel PASCOE buildings were erected, crushed rock was hauled
and a large IBST open storsge area was constructed, On 21 June, Company
1B" was alerted for movement to CHU IAT to rejoin the 39th ingr Bn,
supporting TiSK FORCE OREGON. This move was made by IST, closing into
the battalion area on 21 June. Couwpany "B was assigned two combat
support missions consisting of building two one-way tactical roads;
one from (BS 658960) to (BS 638908) (Robertson Road) and the second rcad
from (BT L8O0TL) to BT(450028) (tarket Road). Both roads were to be used
by local mationals to transport food stuffs to market, but had to be
capable of supporting Class 60 wilitary loads for tactical operations.
On 3 July, as the sweep teams rounded a bend on Robertson Road, they



discovered two VC’s emplacing a aine. Firing an M-79, the point killed
one of the VC8s. On 24 July, while conducting mine sweep operztions on
Robertson Rpad, one platoon was ambushed resulting in four casual ties,
two DOW and two WIA. On 29 July, this platoon was again ambushed by
the VC, resulting in one WIA. In all incidents on Tobertson Road,
tactical security was provided by the ROK Marines, On 30 July, Company
mB* initiated support of Operation Hood River, which wes to commense on
2 Aug., This support consisted of one platoon and two dozers to build an
ASP at QUANG NGAI. This operation contimued through the end of the
reporting period. In addition, the company canpleted a mmber of
miscellaneous projects in support of the TASK FORCE OREGON Base Camp.

(7) Company "C": On 1 May 1%7, Company “C", 39th Lngr Bn (Cbt) was
Jocated at NINH HOA, RVN (CP 986829) under the operational control of the
577th Engr Bn (Const). On 2 May 1967, they performed concrete stringer
bridge with concrete gravity abutments was opened to traffic at site
R-1830 (CQ 023916). Projects underway in the 9th ROK Div irea md the
maintenance responsibilities of Route QL #1 from DAT LAHN (CQ 243276)
to NIMH HOA were transferred to Company ”A", 14th Engr Bn which replaced
Company "C" at NINH HOA. After traveling to VUNG RO BAY the Company
departed that location by LST on 10 May 1967 to join the 39th Engr Bn
2lready committed to TASK FORCE OR:GON, By 11 May the compeny had
established its new Command Post with the 39th Engr Bn Base Camp just
North of CHU IAI (BT 390725). During the period 11-2 May, the company
engaged in the construction of defensive positions and general base camp
revamping within the Battalion perimeter, 4lso, = total of 3,220 cubic
yards of £ill were hauled to the 163d Transportation Company area within
the CHU IAI main perimeter for a laterite cap on a sand base in the motor
pool area. On 24 May, the company mimis the 2d Platoon reloczted to
TU NGHIA (BS 669685) with the mission of reopering Route QL #1 South to
MO DUC (BS 728533). ¥hen the unit moved into the area at TU NGHIA it was
necegsary to clear an LRVN minefield around the existing outpost in order
to expand the existing defensive perimeter., By 28 May, twenty loads of
£ill had been hauled from a borrow pit at (BS 675682) to replace a dropped
span of a three span French concrete bridge at site I - 182 (BS 673678),

a 45 foot MLT6 dry span had been placed within a damaged Bailey bridge at
I~ 135 (BS 694636). In regard to I~ 185, a 30 foot gap had been destroyed
in the roadway with minor damage to the double-single panels. The

smthern 110’ span of the 580’ bridge had been partially reinforced in

the weakened area by a modified double-deuble section. Ilocal forces had
previously welded transoms across the gap and covered them with PSP which
met the nseds of the nationals. In order to provide 2 roadway the 45’ dry
span was installed within the Bailey panels. While mine sweeping on 30

Moy, the 3d platoon was pinned down by sniper fire in the wvicinit y of

{BS 7245%) and 175m Artillery was called in to aid in breaking contact.

On 31 May, sniper fire was again received from the same area and after

two airstrikes amd Artillery preparations, the 1st and 3d platoons conducted
a search and destroy mission with gunships overhead. During the ensuing

gix hours engagement four EM of Company "C” and one EM of the atiached



Cavalry elazent were wounded. On 1 June, the 3d platoon moved to NUI DEP
(BS 706610) to set up a new biwvouac area. On 2 and 3 June, the remaincer
of the company moved to the new location. During the period 4-6 June,
the 1st platoon destroyed the bunker, cave and tummel complex in the
vicinity of (BS 728599). The 2d platoon mimus one squad rejoined the
company at NUI DEP on /4 June. During a clearing operation on 5 June, two
ammored personnel carriers providing security hit mines killing three
EM and wounding nine members of G Troop, 2/11 Cavalry Regiment. On 6
June, the bypass for bridge I - 1S11 was completed with the installation of
two 36" culverts. The 1st and 2d platoons destroyed suspected sniper
fortifications at (BS 723597) and (BS 718574) respectively without
casualties. On 8 and 9 June, a MyT6 float bridge was constructed at
I~ 1812 (BS 728556) to bypass a destroyed Eiffel bridge. During the
period 11-14 June, a 0’ double-single Bailey bridge was erected at
I - 1514 and joint hauling operation with Compeny "B", 103d, #RVN Engineer
Bn opened the bypass at I - 1S13. A4Also while maintaining operations the
coupany moved again to 10 DUC closing into the area on 12 June, On 14
June, the AHVN Engineers at I — 1516 just South of MO DUC (BS 742522).
At that time the combined effort had met Company A", 39th Engr Bn working
North from DUC PHO and the road was open fram CHU LAI to DUC PHO. Mine
sweep teams were prepositioned along the road to facilitate clearing the
road on the night of the 15th and the iirst convoy passed over the rced an
the 16th. On 17 June, the upgrading phase of briuge and culvert const-
ruction on QL #1 began and destroyed bridges were removed and si es prepared.
On 30 June, the road at I - 1510 (BS 724570) was opened after replacing
the destroyed bridge with four 72" culverts and sandbag headwalls. On
30 June, while returning fram the daily ration run to DUC PHO, an AFC
in the convoy was the target of a conmand detomated mine (BS 773458). The
mine was set off prematurely four icet in front of the track and threw
one man from the vehicle inflicting possible hip injuries. On 2 July,
while working =t Bridge I - 1511 (BS 726564), the iirst platoon received
approximately twenty rounds of automatic weapons fire which killed one
EM and wounded another in the shoulder. The following day the abandoned
village where the sniper fire origimated was destroyed. Work on the HO DUC
Airfield was initiated on 3 July; the strip being 2000’ long to accamodate
C-123 traffic on a treated soil surface. By 8 July, a twenty foot timber
span had been constructed at I - 1S9 with pile supported abutments. it
approximately 0200 hours, 14 July, the southern span of Bridge I - 1S5
(BS 694636) was destroyed by the Viet Cong. &4 twenty foot hole had been
blown in the M4LT6 dry span which had been installed to provide the roadway.
A mssable ford was coupleted by noon on the 14th using rock in the stream
bed and laterite to cap the sand. On 15 July, two squads of tke second
platoon were relocated to (BS 706610) with the wission of removing and
reconstructing I -~ 185. The Bailey bridge was in such poor condition
that the entire 580’ bridge was removed and will be replaced by new
Bailey. The existing piers were under cut by the flowing water and
required reconstruction. Disassembly of the bridge was completed on 25
July and the formwork for a new concrete pier on the southern span was
initiated. 4s of 31 July the MO DUC Lirfield is 95 percemt complete;



lacking a fiml surface treatment., A total of 54,80 cubic yards of earth
were woved to level the strip. [t bridge I - 1511 five 60" culverts have
been installed and sandbag headwalls completed on the upstrean side. During
the reporting period it wes the responsibility oi Coupany "C¥ to wine

sweep QL #1 from bridge I — 185 to a point South of MO DUC where the

mine sweep team of Oompany "AYM was met ioving North.

(8) Cowpany "D": At the beginning of this reporting period, this

unit was loccted at IZ Eagles Nest. From 1 Loy 1967, they constructed twe

each 40! timber trestle bridges, Class 52, placed 300’ of culvert, a
300’ x 500’ heliport and three miles of read at LZ Guadalcamal, During
the period of 22 May 1967 to 18 July 1967, they administered an 4IK
project, "Operation Hock®, hired two-hundred to four-hundred local
mationals daily to produce rocks, paying them ten piasters per bag.
Company “D® constructed an ammunition supply point at LZ Montezuma during
the period 7 June to 20 July, hauling an estimated 88,000 yards of fill
for this project. On 12 June, Campany *D¥ relocoted to LZ lontezuma amd
assumed responsibility of airfield maintenanc and pioneer opening of

QL #1 South fram DUC FPHO to the I Corps boundary, Opening of tle rad,
required the construction of seven culverts, four bypasses, one timber
bridge and the filling of mmerous craters in the roadway. The pioneer
road opening was conpleted to the I Corps boundary on 8 July 1967. On
17 July 1967, Company "D began removal of overburden at a new quarry site
at (BS 821347). During the period of this report, this unit exm vated,
hauled and euplaced 138,530 yards of carth fill, ami were involwved in
nine enemy comtacts to include six platoon size night ambush patrols,
Coupany "D exploded six mines resulting in four KJA’s and twelwve WIA's,.

(9) 554 Engineer Company (Float Bridge): At the beginning of the
reporting period the 554th Engr Co (FB) (minus) had just been relocated
on Hill #35, North of the CHU LiI iirfield. In being relocated the 554ih
Engr Co (FB) was attached to the 39th Engr Bn (C). On 24 April 1967, the
conpeny arrived and was given the nission to supply the tactical bridging
and 2180 general cargo hauling, 4rriving with the company, one platoon
of the 509th Bngr Co (PB) was attached with the capability of constructing
an 80! double-single Bailey bridge. On 3 Nay 1967, the 1st bridge platoon
erected & five float raft at the North end of AN TAN (BT 498068) in order
to ferry heavy equimment across the SQIG iN TAN. The platoon was also
given the mission for maintemance and security of the ferry, On 19 May
1967, the 1at brid;e pl:toon comstructed a five float raft on tle SONG TR
BONG located at (BS 597927) in the vicinity of BINH SON for ferrying a
70 ton crane and lowboy across to the North side of the river, However,
the water depth at this time prevented the use of tlie bridge erection boat
so two 5 ton bridge trucks with winches were used to pull the raft froam
one bank to the other. After the crossing was coupleted the raft was
disassembled and loaded back on the trucks. On 27 May the 1st bridge platoon
along with an element from "C" Company, 39th i ngr Bn (C) erected a 45% dry
span at coordimates (BS 694636), over one span of partially destroyed panel



bridge, On 29 May 1967, the 1st bridge platoon along with clements of

uCr Compeny, 39th Engr Bn (C) erected a 38'4M dry spen at the bypass at

(BS 692646)., On 3 June 1967, elements of "C" Company, 39th inmgr Bn (C)
along with the 1st bridge platoon of the 554th Engr Co (FB) erected 2 seven
float bridge at (BS 728556) . A4t this location two existing damaged
bridges made the erection of the float bridge very difficult., On 6 June
1967, a 90’ double-single panel bridge was constructed by the 1st platoon
of the 509th Engr Co (PB) and elements of #CH Company, 39th Engr Bn (C)

at (BS 736533), the roadway widbh also caused complications since the
roadwey had to be widened from 1316/ to the required 14710", On 25 June
1967, a five flozt raft was again constructed on the SONG TRL BONG at

(BS 597927) to be left in place so 2s to ferry heavy traffic both North

and South. The coupany still has the mission of opercting and mainteining
the ferry., The compmny has supported the 196th Infantry Brigade with 25 HP
outboard motors, LTR half pontons, and engineers to petrol the waters
located in the CHU LiI, LST Boy area. During the reported period the
Coupany has furnished general cargo hauling support to the 39th ingr Bn
{C), the 9th Harines .ingr Bn and other T.SK FORCE OR3GON units. On 20

June 1967, much of the bridging equipnent belonging to the 4th platoon

was destroyed by an 4SP fire at Guedalcamal,

b, TRAINING: During the reporting period the Battalion worked 64 to
7 days 2 week. Depending on the situation, Sunday morning wes for Church
services, CI Classes and maintemance of equipment,

Ce HOVEMINT: Elements, of Headquarters & Headquarters Comparny amd the 55
ingineer Coupany (FB) moved by LST from DUC FHO to CHU L4I on 15 June
1967. Cowpany B¢ departed QUI NHON on 21 June 1967 by LST for CHU L4l
arriving on 21 June 1957. There were no major problems encountered in
any of the moves.

d. SUPPLY:

(1) During the reporting period, support was received from the
following organizations:

(2) TLSK FORCE GALIAGHER - 4ll Class I, III & V supplies,
expendable Class II and Class IV construction and barrier material,

(b) QUI KHOK SUB-iREL CORRND — A1l Class II & IV not available
in TASK FORCE GALLAGHER.

(2) &t the begiming of the reporting period the line coupenies of
the battalion were supported as fcllows:

(2) Coupony @4¥, loceted at DUC FHO: Received all suculw
from battalion.



(b) Compeny v, iocated ot QUI IHON was not receiving support
from the Battalion at that tine.

(¢) Coupany #C%, was supported in the following manner:

1 Classes II, 1II, IV supplies were drawn frcn 15th Suppost
Brigade and 80th Support Group while ot CHU I4AI.

2 VUhile at NUI DEP all supplies airlifted from CHU Ial,

(d) Company 'D", loccted at DUGC PHO: Received all supply
from Battalion.

(3) it this time the resupply of the commnies has changed, due to
the moving of the Battalion Headquarters to CHU IAI. The means of
resupply are now as follows:

(a) Company 4", located at DUC PHO: Received all supplies
by unit pickup from FSL, T.iSK FRCE GAILAGHER.

(b) Campany "B", located at CHU Iil: Received all supply from
Battalion,

(¢) Company ®Cn, located at MO DUC: Received supplies by unit
Rickup from FS., TiSK FORCE G..LLAGHER.

() Campany D%, located at DUC PHO: Received all supplies by
unit pickup from FSL, TASK FORCE GALLLGH:R,

gﬁ 55), Enginecr Company and One Platoon of the 509th located at

(a) Class I - Unit delivery by battalion.
(b) Class IT, ITI, IV and V - 94th S&S Bn, 15th Support Brigade.

(5) The battalion received its supplies through FSi, TiSK PORCE
GALLAGHER till moving to CHU LLI. Battalion now receives sup.lies through
the supporting units of T/.SK FORCE CREGON.

(8) Availability of all Classes of supplies improved considerebly
during this reporting periocd.

(7) The availability of Class II/IV supplies aided the Battalion in
accomplishing its mission.

(8) A mmber of major equipment shortages existed in this Battalion.
The lack of these affected the operation capability of the umit. The
shortages were as follows:



(@) 1/4 Ton Truck 1 each

(b) 3/4 Ton Truck 1 each
(c) 10 Ton Truck Tractor 2 each
(d) 20 Ton Crane-Shovel 1 each
(e) 25 Ton Semi-Trailer 1 each
(£) Scoop Ioader 7 each

(g) 250 CPM iir Coupressor 1 each

(h) Welding Set t each
(i) 10 KW Generator 2 each
e, MEDICLL:

(1) The Battalion /id Station has the mission of conserving fighting
strength and building persomnel strength at a unit level. Sick call is
held daily in the morning but the station is open 24 hours a day for
emergencies, It is capable of caring for the majority of illnesses
occurring within the Battalion except for deseases requiring more

sophisticated method of diagnosis or injuries requiring more than minor
surgery. In this event we evacuate the petients to 2d Surg Hospital
located in the CHU IAI cantorment area.

(2) The Bettalion has been on Dapsone for the past five months and
since that time has had only one case of Maloria (Plasmodium Vivax).
With the advent of the coming season it will be necessary to re-stress
the employment of personnel prevention of Maloria, such as; sleeves down
after dark, mosquito nets and the use of insect repellent,

(3) sanitation has remained at an good level within the last quarter,
and improvement is made by a weekly inspection., It is also the Aid
Stations responsibility to keep the men up to date on their immmizations.
The policy of the staff going to the companies to ;ive required shots
rather than having the individual report to the Bn facility has resmlted
in a higher percentage (90%) with respect to up-to-date immnizations.

L. MAINTEMANCE:

(1) During the reporting period the 39th Engr Bn was supported by a
contact team, consisting of one NCO and ten EM, fram the 136th Light
Equipnent Maintenance Compnny. The contact team provided the capability
required for maintenance, but no repair parts.



(2) During this reporting period units located at DUC FHO were to be
supported by the 725th Maintensnce Company. This was a mistoke as the
support Compny had no materials covering engineer equiment and all
requisitions had to be forwarded to the 188th Maintemance Battalion at
CHU 14I. When repair parts did come through, the 725th Mainteuarce Compony
had no knowledge of who the parts were for as the requisitions mmbers
belonged to the 188th,

(3) During the reportin; period, units located in CHU LiI area placed
all requisitions direct to the 188th and some parts are beginning to come
thmugh.

(4) This battalion has been augnented with a 75 TPH Eagle Rock Crushe
during this reporting period. This is a new machine, but apparently has
becn in storage for sometime., Most of the seals and a head gasket have
had to be replaced,
ge GhSULLIIES:

KIA& Wih DOW

(1) Headquarters & Headquarters Conpnhy 0 0 0
(2) Compony #aM 0 2 0
(3) Coupany "B® 0 5 2
(&) Company nCw 2 10 0
(5) Company wpv 1 ; 0
(6) 554 Engr Co (FB) 0 0 0

h, MINSS: During the period of this report, this battalion discovered

60 mines, detonating 12 of these accidently, Most of these mine consisted
of a bamboo firing device, with an electric blasting cap and apm oximately
20 pounds of explosive, Seldom were these mines marked in any way. The
following is a breakdown by wonth of these mines found:

VONTH DETECTED DETONLTED TOTL
kay 3 3 6
June 29 6 35
July 16 3 19
60



4. DBOOBY TR.PS: During the perioc of this report, this battalion
discovered 31 booby traps, detonating 8 accidently, Most of the booby
traps consisted of hand grenades and trip wires comnected to the pine
The following is a nonthly breakdown of those found:

MONTH DETECTED DETOI.TED TOTLL
Moy 8 5 13
June 10 1 11
July 5 2 7



Section 2, Part I, Observaetion (Lessans learned)
1. F:3SOMIEL:
a. Item: Reduction of casuzlties on mine sweep operations:

Discussion: During two (2) recent mine swecping operations,
a 5 ton dmp following tke team was destroyed with no casualties incurred
because the vehicles were being operated in reverse.

Observetion: By backing 5 ton dump trucks loaded with f£il1l,
the possibility of becoming a casuality of an undected mine is negligable.
Other benefits derrived by backing the vehicles, is that the vehicle is
already in position to dump its £ill in a crater caused by purposeful
detonation of a mine in the roadway.

2., OPERATIONS:
a. Item: Moving into previously occupied area;

Discussion: When required to move inmto a previously occupied
area it was found that the perimeter area contained iines, gremades and other
amti-intrusion devices, many equipped with anti-lift devices. No charts
eould be found to show the location of these devices.

Observetion: It became necessary to clear the wvegatation for
fields of fire and persomnel were umnecessarly exposed to danger, because
these devices were not recorded. The devices that were located were placed
in a haphasard way with little or mo thought given to their use as warning

or channelizing devices,

b. Item: Breeching ARVN minefield:

Discussion: One unit wes required to clecr a minefield
which hed been installed by the ARVN’s., A layout oi the field was furnished
complete with merkings, types and boundaries,

Observation: Upon embarking on the breeching of the winufield,
composed entirely of M~16 wines, it was discovered that the field had mot
been laid out in the Prench arrsgement as shown in the report. Mines were
located up to thirty (30) meters outside the boundary fence.

c. Item: Detection of Comzand Detonatec Minss:

Discussion: During recent incidents that this unit has
expieranced, it was found that there has becn an increased use of the coumand
detonated mines. When made frou bamboo or burlap, no metal beirg used, and
burdied at an increased depth, detection oi these mines has become increasently
difficalt,



Observation: The enewy hes used comaand detonated mines
to great effectiveness. ifithout uetal being used in the constructionm,
these mines can only be discovered by the use of the probe or find the
wire leading the euplacenent or firing sight.

ds Item: Mine over Culverts:

Discussion: Recent incidents indicated that the unpaved £ill
over culverts is a favorite target for VC mines.

Qoservation: The mine is relatively easy to emplace and
camouflaged in such a location end as the culverts are made of metal
interferes with the reading on the uine dectors. A boms effect is the
destruction or the culvert as well as vehicles and personnel.

3¢ MAINTENARCE:
a. Ttem: ILeaky Coupling on Bucket Loader:

Discussion: This unit has had considerable trouble with lesky
couplings on the bucket of the HP(M btucket loader, This caused by heawy
objects, such as rocks, that spill over the top of the bucket while
As these objects fall, they bend the lines and couplings and will break
the £illing.,

Observation: By cloger operator inspection, this problem cam
be limited and by proper aligmment of these lines by the mechanmic, this
problem can be eliminated.

be Item: Fuel tanks on Clark 290M’s:

Discussion: The fuel and hydraulic tanks on the Clark 290MW’s
are located to cloge to the outside oi the tractor.

Observation: The tanks are the first pert of the tractor
Ganaged when the tractor is sideswiped. HAock and troee® in the path of the
290, bounce off the wheels ~nd damage the tenks. In zaddition, tho stepe to
the operztor’s seat are welded to the tank ana are a point of weakness.
These tanks should be relocated on future models or covered with a
protective shield.

¢. ITtem: Use of Scaripier Teeth on Dozers:

Discussion: High indidents of end hit breskage and excess
cutting edge wear has occurred on the D7E dozers.

Observation: Investigation reviels that operators are not
using their scarifier teeth on the dozer blades. This causes excess wear
to the cutting edges and end bits. Early observations indicate that
using scarifier teeth reduces the wear, and increages production.

/+



L. CQUNIC,TIONS:
2. Item: Handsets and Microphones:

Discussion: A brokem or defectiwe handset or microphons
usually cammot be repaired and mmst be DX’ed. Replacenents usually take a
month or more to come in resulting in a deadlined piece of equiment.,

Observetion: Use the hooks provided to hang the equipment on
to keep it from beim; broken, stepped on or dropped when not in use,

5. IOGISTICS:
a, Item: Resurply of Oxyzen and Acetylene:

Discussion: This unit has been required to use more axygen
and acetylene than normal. This was due to the construction of pile piers
for brides.

Observation: This unit has been uneble to obtain a ready
resupply of acetylene or oxyzen through norminl supply channels. Resupply
levels have been exhausted. During normal operations the supply was
sufficient, but the use in construction has deplated this supply.

b. Ttem: Flood Light Sets:

Discussion: This unit has been required to operzte on a2 24
hour basis for construction of Airfields. It has beecn difficult as there
are no lighting sets authorized to this battzlion.

Observation: Many construction projects reguire lighting for
nightine operations. At the present tiuwe, without lighting sets, the only
illuwination available is that furnished by wehicle lights. This has
proven to be ineffective and production has fallen behind.

Section 2, Part II, Recommendations:

1. FERSOINEL:

2+ Recoumend thet loaded 5 ton dump trucks following mine sweep
teaus, be operated in reverse.

2. OQFZRATIONS:
a. Recomend that departing units be required to furnish the
local resal estate officer an accurate diagram of anti-intrusion and booby
trapped devices around the periuecter.

b. Recauuend that vwhen clearing ARV euplaced minefields, that
extreme czution be used even in the area outside the boundary wire.

13



Ce Recommend thict units swecp cGitches on fields alon, roadway in
an efiort to detect coumiand wires. This uny clso be cone with a plow or
a ,_Ji('-ko

de Recomienc thet filled ares coverin: culverts, de covered with

crushed rock and asphalt to mzke placement and camouflage of mines more
difficult.

3. NATNTENANCE:

as Leaky couplings on bucket loader, recouwend that particular
attention be given to the proper aligment of hydraulic lines,

be Fuel tanks on Clark 290M’s should be reloceted or covered with
a protective shield,

ce Recommiend that doger operators be instructed in the use and
advantazes of using the scarifier teeth mounted on tlke doser blade.

Le COMMUNICATIONS:

ae Reconmend that emphasis be placed on using hooks to keep
equiment fram being stepped on.

be Recoummend that emphasis be placed on care amd cleaning of
cooling fans and heat exchanges.

5. IDGISTICS:

2+ Rooornend that sufficient industrizl goses be stocked in
fowawdi support ares.

be Recommend that combat engineer battalion be issued a miniaxme
of one (1) each flood li hting set per coupeny.

J oF« CASTRO
LTC CE
Coumanding
DISTRIBUTION:

C0, 45th Engr Gp (Const) 10

CINCUSARPAC 2

0G, USARV 3

(G, 16th Engr Bde 15

G, TiSK FORCE OREGON 10
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AVDF-GC (15 Aug 1967) 18t Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessions Learned (BCS-CSFOR-65) for uarterly
Period Ending (15 August 1967)

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY, HEADQUARTERS TASK FORCE OREGON (PROVISIONAL), APO
San Francisco 96374, 16 September 1967

T0: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Deparitment of the drmy
(ACSFOR, DA), Washington D. C. 20315

1. Attached sre two copies of subject report of the 39th Eogr Im
(Combat).

2. Reference para 5, Section 2, Part II:

a. Availability of industrial gases has improved considerably,
Direct exchange has been established by the Task Force Support Command and

revised stookage levels initiated by the Navy Support Detachment, CHU IAI,
RVE.

b. The 39th Engr Bn is initiating MPOE astian for authorization
of one floodlighting set per company.

FOR THE CCMMANDER:

2 Incl 0. A. GERNKR R
as CPT, AGC
Asst Adj Gen
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AVBC-C (15 Aug 67) 2nd Ind LT Hegmann/cky/DBT-163
SUBJECT: Operational Report--Lessons Learned For the Quarterly Period
Ending 31 July 1967

Headquarters, 18th Engineer Brigade, APO US Forces 96337 28 August 1967

TO: Commanding General, U. S. Army Engineer Comuand, Vietnam (Prov),
ATTN: AVCC-P&0, APO US Forces 96491

1. This headquarters has reviewed the report submitted by the
39th Engineer Battalion and considers it an excellent report of unit
activities and accomplishments for the period ending 21 July 1967.

2. This headquarters concurs with the observations and recommenda-
tions of the Battalion Commander with the following additional comment:

Section 2, Part II, paragraph 2.d.--Strongly concur with the
recommendation that all repairs on asphalt roads should be made with a
crushed rock and asphalt application.

HAROLD J. ST CLAIR
Colonel, CE
Commanding
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AVCC-P&0 (15 Aug 67) 3d Ind CPT Whitley/dmr /4750
SUBJECT: Operational Report--Lessons Learned for the Period Ending
31 July 1967

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY ENGINEER COMMAND VIETNAM (PROV), APO 96491

TO: Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC-DH,
APO 96375

This headquarters concurs with the 39th Engineer Battalion's ORLL
report, as modified by indorsement, subject to the following comments:

1. Reference Section 1, paragraph d(8), page 7:

a. The %-ton trucks and 10 KW generators are now available.
Action is being initiated to have these items released by the Qui Nhon
Support Command. 10-ton truck tractors are scheduled for arrival in-
country in the immediate future. 25-ton semi-trailers are not available
for issue. Request for current status of unit requisitions has been for-
warded to LCOP. No reply has been received to date.

b. 1st Logistical Command has released one 20-ton crane-shovel and
6 each frontloaders to fill TOE shortages.

c. The remaining shortages are currently not available from in-
country assets. No lift data is currently available.

2. Reference Section 2, Part I, paragraph 3b, page 12: Nonconcur.
Overall width of the basic tractor is 120 inches when operated in the normal
manner; with the blade installed the overall width is 136 inches. The lo-
cation of the tanks are well within the 120 inch width of the basic tractor.
However, a study will be made by this headquarters to determine if similar
damage is being sustained by other units operating under similar conditions
and appropriate recommendations will be made.

3. Reference Section 2, Part I, paragraph 5a, page 13: Informatiomn
made available to this headquarters by lst Logistical Command indicates no
apparent problem in supply of oxygen-acetylene from the Cam Ranh Bay depot
to the Americal Division, to which the 39th Engineer Battalion is attached.
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AVCGC-P&0O (15 Aug 67)
SUBJECT: Operational Report--Lessons Learned for the Period Ending 31 July 1967

The problem appears to be the turn-around time involved when empty bottles
are sent in for the return of full ones. The solution of this problem is
within the scope of the support echelons of the Americal Division.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

Cys Furn: PAUL A. LOOP
CG, 8th US Army, ATTN: Engr Colonel, CE
CG, 18th Engr Bde Chief of Staff

€O, 45th Engr Gp
CO, 39th Engr Bn



AVHGC-DST (15 Aug 67) Lth Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned for the Period Ending
31 July 1967 (RCS CSFOR-65) (U)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-OT,
APO 96558

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operatiomal Report-Lessons
Learned for the period ending 31 July 1967 from Headquarters, 39th Engineer
Battalion (Combat) (Army), Task Force Oregon (AZ6A) as indorsed.

2. (FOUO) Pertinent comment follows: Reference item concerming oxy-
gen and acetylene supply, page 13, paragraph 5a, and 3d Indorsement, para-
graph 3: Concur with 3d Indorsement, paragraph 3. This headquarters is
not aware of any shortage of oxygen or acetylene, Unit shouid increase the
amounts requested based on demand and consumption experience,

3. (U) Unit will be notified of actions and comments by routine in-
dorsement which returms this report.

FOR THE COMMANDER:
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GPOP-DT (15 Aug 67) 5th Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report for the Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1967
from HQ, 39th Engineer Battalion (UIC: WAZ6AA) (RCS CSFOR-65)

HQ, US ARMY, PACIFIC,APO San Francisco 96558

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D, C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse-
ments and concurs in the report as indorsed,

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

YEAVRIR SNYDER
CcPT, AGC
Asst AG
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